CHAPTEE XV
Secret Session
Attack on Asquith - Doubts of Bonar Law-Lord Derby-Lord Milner-
Winston Churchill - Lloyd George - Secret session - Walter Long hopes -
Carson says no.
THE political crisis which we have seen developing since March
shook the Government like an angry wind throughout the
month of April 1916, and concentrated its intensity upon the
devoted head of the Prime Minister. Mr. Asquith balanced and
temporised; he deferred and he delayed; in particular he post-
poned the inevitable decision on military service. He took into
account Liberal opinion, Irish opinion, Trade Union opinion,
and laboured to reconcile them to the inevitable. Confirmed in
those habits of compromise by a long course of politics, he refused
to concede to the urgency of the times. And so the patriots raged
against him as two centuries before they had raged against
Robert Walpole, alleging the same cynicism, the same disregard
of the nation.
It became the fashion to ascribe to Mr. Asquith all laxities of
policy, all misfortunes of war, even partialities to the enemy.
Lord Northcliffe led the attack with all his Press, and it was
noted that Mr. Lloyd George enjoyed a singular immunity, nor
was he exactly officious in defence of his Chief.
These execrations, blown on a popular wind, leaped the
Channel and infected the Army, by that time a great part of
the nation. Sir, Henry Wilson expressed them, with native vigour
and irreverence in a letter of the 2nd April to Lady Carson.
44 Will you tell that Edward of yours that the Army is looking
to him as the only man who can rid them of Squiff. I know I am
not quite an impartial witness as regards your better half; but
on the other hand I claim to know the mind of the officers as
well as any man alive, and better than many of those who profess
to speak for them, and I have been delighted, and astonished, at
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